Association Communications week 8

26 Feb 2021

Dear associations and interested parties,
We have a few things to update you on this week.
NZSSVC
We just wanted to confirm that we will be using Mikasa balls for the Secondary School Champs in
Palmerston North in March.
School Sport NZ Census 2020 data released
Everyone will probably have seen the fantastic news from Sport New Zealand regarding the data on
sports in schools. The 2020 School Sport NZ census released this week shows that sport continues to
remain an important part of school life. While many of the traditional team sports showed decreases
in participation, it is heartening to see that ten’s of thousands of students still were able to pull on
their school jersey’s with pride. Given most of these sports were unable to deliver their traditional
events on the School Sport NZ calendar in 2020, these figures are testament to the value schools and
students place on these participation options. Netball remains the most popular sport in our
secondary schools with over 25,000 students involved, followed by Basketball (24,000), Rugby
(24,000), Volleyball (22,000), and Football (20,700). While the challenges faced within the school
sport sector are clear to see, there was also plenty of opportunity with some sports showing
increases in participation numbers. Leading this trend is Volleyball with a 26% increase in students
participating over one year! Linked to this many schools saw increases to the amount of students
that participated in sport when compared with the previous year highlighting the breadth of
opportunity and offerings that were made available to rangatahi to participate.
https://www.sporty.co.nz/nzsssc/Education/School-Sport-NZ-CensusReports?em=0&ts=0.9548624399056846
AGM 2021
The AGM /Forum will be held on the 30 th-31st October 2021. This will be a in person AGM (unless
due to Covid-19 it would need to be held online). The location is still to be determined and more
information will come out in due course.
Sector Update
Please see attached the latest Sector Update from Sport New Zealand.
National Volleyball League
As you have been advised VNZ are delighted to announce the launch of a new National League
(NVL). This was advised Monday February 15th to Associations and then later on in the week to the
community via social media. The initial urgency of communications was to ensure senior national
training camp athletes were advised with plenty of notice regarding their camp (March 20-21) and
the NVL competition in the same correspondence.
VNZ has now consulted further with coaches and athletes to create a framework for the event which
is attached to this email. Please read and if you have any questions, you are welcome to contact the
office.
This is a VNZ owned and operated event for the top 48 indoor athletes in NZ run as Zones. There will
be no requirements or expectations of Associations or Zones, but of course we would ask for your
full support in promoting and advertising quality volleyball being played in NZ.
A video talking a bit more about the league will also go out on social media this afternoon.

Please let us know if you know of someone who does not receive the weekly communications but
would benefit from receiving these. We can then add them to the mailing list. The communications
can also be found on our website where they are posted every week after they have been sent out:
https://www.volleyballnz.org.nz/component/sppagebuilder/?view=page&id=431

National Volleyball League (NVL)
VNZ are delighted to be able to launch a National League.
The new National Volleyball League (NVL) will be launched in late June/July and be held over 2
full weekends. Four Men’s and Women’s teams representing the 4 zones across NZL will vie for
the title of New Zealand National Volleyball League Champions. New Zealand’s best athletes will
be selected through an EOI draft system to play against each other in a compact competitive
event. Games will be livestreamed and will run back-to-back, all at the same venue using the
international portable court which will create an awesome live atmosphere.
Initial social media release and communications to athletes and coaches.
VNZ want to introduce a league that gives our best 48 athletes to play with and against each
other in a compact yet extremely competitive environment. The cost is anticipated to be
approximately $200 per athlete.
As part of VNZ’s strategic plan, we call out ‘Playing the Game’ as one of our 4 pillars.
Participation, Development and Performance are critical areas for VNZ. We have a responsibility
to provide integrated pathways for performance, to provide for athletes who demonstrate the
ability to perform on the world stage.
Sport NZ has provided financial support into sports after the Covid-19 impacts. Currently NZ’s
top athletes have not played high level competitive international volleyball for nearly 2 years
and limited top level domestic play.
Currently VNZ has consulted with numerous athletes and coaches seeking out their interest,
support, and feedback on the NVL. Their input is reflected in many of the recommendations in
this document.

1

Team Names

VNZ are utilising Bevan Erueti (Taranaki, Te Ati Haunui-ā-Pāpārangi, Ngāti Tūwharetoa), Assoc.
Dean Māori (ADM) for the College of Health at Massey University and VNZ Board to develop

some Maori names with synergy to the Associations/Regions and appropriate symbols. Once
some drafts are created, VNZ will set up a call with interested Association’s to discuss
suggestions and to further discuss regional input.

2

Timeline of logistics

The event is expected to fit in the window of post IPC and pre Club Champs/Zonal events.
Current suggestions are June 26-27 and July 10-11. VNZ will work with Associations and
Zones to confirm the best fit.
Promotion has already gone out for coaches and an initial EOI for athletes. This is to
coincide with the National Training Camp window which required rsvps by February 25 th for
their planning.
Associations were advised of the NVL via Association Comms on Wednesday 17 th February.
Social Media will remain a major communication platform.

3

Venues and Location

The intention is to play in the 2 most cost-effective locations in New Zealand. VNZ are
considering a range of suitable venues to utilise with good grandstands and suitable for
rolling out the Olympic floor and live streaming.

4

Flights and Accommodation

These will be provided for athletes and booked as early as possible, Athletes may purchase
their own flights and be reimbursed at an agreed rate for flights.
Suitable team accommodation will be determined and booked.

5

Uniforms

NVL Playing strip to be ordered in colours of teams. Northern – Blue, Midlands – Yellow,
Central – Red, Southern – Green.
Logos will be added once the team names and logos have been agreed upon.
Uniforms remain VNZ property.

6

Coaches

Selection of coaches and planning for the programme to be led by Colleen Campbell and
Dave Keelty. A specific process to be agreed through an EOI for coaches and following up
with a Development/Assistant coach.
All NZL coaches have the option of applying to coach teams (recommended where coaches
do not have significant coaching commitments during the year and as coaching
opportunities will be Covid-19 dependent).

7

Selections

Athletes are selected via a live online draft in late April. EOI for athletes will remain open for
a number of weeks.
Club and Association coaches to be supported to encourage players to enter the draft. Final
athlete draft details to be confirmed after athlete consultation.
Final team members will be confirmed after IPC with 2 positions remaining open in each
team.
IPC is mandatory for those wishing to play NVL.

8

Game Scheduling

Options to be confirmed but include round robin and finals.
Event to run over 2 full weekends, all games at one venue.

9

Promotion/Branding

Social media communications are to be critical along with Association contacts and general
community.
More details are to be developed alongside logos and perhaps launched at NZSS with logos
and graphics.

10

Cost

Currently according to calculations, it is expected the cost excluding providing own food
would be $200 for two weekends of volleyball, flights for those requiring it,
accommodation, refs and lines people, uniforms etc.
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In December, Sport New Zealand announced a set of integrity measures aimed
at ensuring sport and recreation remains safe, fair and inclusive for all New
Zealanders, from grassroots to elite.
The new initiatives stemmed from the 22 recommendations in Sport NZ’s 2019
Sport Integrity Report, which followed a major review involving extensive sector
and public consultation.
Today, we are pleased to announce another step forward, with the launch of an
independent Sport and Recreation Complaints and Mediation Service (SRCMS)
for all New Zealanders.
The service means anyone can raise a sport or recreation issue. Individuals will
be provided with information on the dispute resolution options available to
them, and if appropriate, will be offered early facilitation or mediation.
The Sport and Recreation Complaints and Mediation Service is run by
Immediation New Zealand and will be operated independently of Sport NZ and
all other sport and recreation organisations. A media release from Immediation
about the service’s launch is available here.
The service will replace the Interim Complaints Mechanism (ICM) stood up in
2019. However, for continuity, any complaints that have been made to the ICM
that are currently unresolved will remain with the ICM for resolution.
How the service works
https://mailchi.mp/sportnz/sector-update-september-467613?e=723e1b9470
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the service is easy. From today, anyone can raise a complaint or Translate
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dispute by getting in touch with the Sport and Recreation Complaints and
Mediation Service. Further details are available on Immediation’s website.
Complaints may be made entirely anonymously at the discretion of the
individual making the complaint.
Sharing the news with your community
The launch of the Sport and Recreation Complaints and Mediation Service is
an important initiative that will provide a safe, accessible place to voice
concerns and have issues resolved free of charge.
As an active member in the sport and recreation community we welcome the
sharing of this news with your network to make them aware of the service so
we can all help keep sport and recreation safe, fair and inclusive for all New
Zealanders.
Some FAQs about the service can be found on Immediation's website and
some promotional material that you can copy and share can be found here.
Your Partnership Manager will be happy to field any questions about the
service and how you can help promote it across your channels so don't hesitate
to reach out to them. There will also be some online Q&A sessions throughout
March that will be run by Immediation. We will notify you of the dates and times
for these sessions once they have been confirmed.

Our mailing address is:
Level 1, Harbour City Centre
29 Brandon Street, Wellington 6011
You are receiving this email because you gave permission to be subscribed to this list. Sector Update is
confidential and should not be shared publicly without the permission of Sport NZ .
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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