
 

 

COVID-19 Protection Framework Guidelines FAQ – Volleyball NZ 
Version 1: December 1, 2021 

 
Who do the VNZ COVID-19 Protection Framework Guidelines apply to?  
This policy applies to VNZ employees, contractors and volunteers, as well as anyone wanting to 
access VNZ delivered facility, events and activities – including participants, coaches, officials, 
managers and parents (for participants under 18 years). 
 
For clarity, these events are: NZ Beach Tour, 3-Star events, NZ Secondary Schools Beach and Indoor 
events, Tertiary Championships, Inter-Provincial Championships, National Volleyball League, NEXT 
GEN camps, Junior and Senior international camps. 
 
Why have these guidelines been developed? 
The Government has announced a new COVID-19 Protection Framework which will come into effect 
from December 3. It will adopt a 3-level ‘traffic-light’ approach to managing COVID-19 and involve 
the use of vaccine certificates.  
 
So VNZ has the best chance of being able to comply with its health and safety obligations, reduce the 
risk of exposure and transmission of COVID-19, and operate safely and optimally at all levels of the 
COVID-19 Protection Framework, we will be requiring all employees, contractors, volunteers and 
members (including coaches, officials, athletes, parents/caregivers and other visitors) to be fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19 prior to entry to our facility and activities. 
 
Will VNZ require people to be vaccinated against COVID-19?  
Volleyball is largely an events-based sport accessed via facilities and venues which are owned and/or 
operated by Councils, schools or other entities. With the introduction of the Covid-19 Protection 
Framework, we are seeing these entities increasingly make the holding and checking of vaccination 
passes a requirement for people to access venues at which organised volleyball is played.  
 
As a result of this, Volleyball NZ is clearly in a position whereby, if we wish to facilitate our members 
safe return to our sport, vaccinations and the use of processes and systems to check for these are 
necessary for our community to return to the court, sand or field of play at venues requiring this. 
 
Equally, in the large number of environments where community or informal participation occurs, the 
Covid-19 Protection Framework and the associated Volleyball NZ guidelines provide the opportunity 
in line with public health measures for play without requiring participants to demonstrate evidence 
of a vaccine pass. 
 
All member organisations of Volleyball NZ, including all regional associations and clubs, as well as 
other community groups wishing to engage in volleyball are advised to review these guidelines, the 
supporting resources and engage in discussions with members, Councils and venue owners where 
appropriate to determine the best approach to ensuring opportunities for safe participation are 
provided for all members of our community.  
 
What evidence of vaccination will VNZ require?  
For all VNZ events requiring registration, athletes, referees and coaches will be required to upload 
their Covid-19 Vaccine Pass to their Friendly Manager account and/or event registration. 
 
For all VNZ events, spectators will have their Vaccine Pass checked on entry to the venue.  
 



 

 

I want to run a volleyball event in my region/community, what do I need to do? 
Please review the guidelines and determine whether your event fits the guidance for either a Public 
Facility, a Gathering or an Event. Once that is known, your requirements (including any capacity 
restrictions and requirements) will be shown in the VNZ Guidelines for each level of the Covid-19 
Protection Framework and supporting resources via Sport NZ and government. 
 
What is the definition of an Event?  

Event means an activity organised by a business or service that is held at commercial premises or 

private premises, publicly owned premises for the purpose of the activity, or an outdoor area where 

a group of customers and clients is accompanied or supervised by a worker providing services to that 

group (for example, a guided tour). Entry is controlled through ticketing, fees, registration or by any 

other means. It excludes any activities at a private home. 

What is the definition of a Gathering? 

A gathering means people who are intermingling in a group but excludes people who remain at least 

2 metres away from each other, so far as reasonably practicable. It includes gatherings to undertake 

voluntary or not-for-profit sporting, recreational, social or cultural activities. 

What is the definition of Public facilities? 

Means premises that are owned or managed by central or local government, and used for 

recreational, social, community, or cultural activities and services, and are open to the public general 

(including premises where fees are charged for entry). They can be a mix of indoor or indoor and 

outdoor premises. Public facilities excludes premises used exclusively for an event or gathering, and 

excludes recreation facilities that require membership to enter (for example, gyms). 

How do I manage the volunteers and spectators for my events? 
Once you determine which guidance applies to your event, VNZ suggest early communication with 
participants to outline the requirements and how they can assist. The major decision will be 
regarding whether the event will deliver Vaccine Pass verification or not and how that will be 
resourced. 
 
How can I check Vaccine Passes? 
You can download the NZ Vaccine Pass Verifier app from the app store or Google Play.  
 
What if I have an exemption to being vaccinated? 
Those exempted from vaccination are not included in capacity limits for VNZ events and will have 
their exemption checked as part of the Vaccine Pass verification process for either athlete, coach, 
referee or spectator 
  
What information will VNZ hold about my vaccination record? 
We will collect and maintain details of your vaccination status for the purposes of our health and 
safety management planning, and for implementing this policy. We will hold this information in 
accordance with the Privacy Act.  
 
Can I play volleyball if I am not vaccinated? 
Yes, sports activity can occur at Red, Orange and Green levels where Vaccine Pass verification will 
not be in operation. These events, competitions or play opportunities remain subject to the Ministry 
of Health requirements at the level in effect in the region and have capacity restrictions (see the 
associated guidelines). 
  
 



 

 

Does VNZ support people getting vaccinated?  
Yes, we support the Government’s vaccination programme to protect yourself, your whānau and our 
community. This is because the vaccine is currently the best possible tool we have to ensure our 
facilities and activities can continue to operate safely. If you’re looking for how to book your 
vaccination, BookMyVaccine is the place to start. 
 
What safety protocols and guidelines does VNZ follow?  
We are following the VNZ Guidelines for keeping people safe at all times, which have been 
developed through consultation with Sport New Zealand using the Ministry of Health’s protocols.  
  
What specifically will VNZ do to keep me safe?  
Everything we can. We will put in place extensive processes and protocols to mitigate risks with the 
aim of looking after you, including some or all of the following, subject to alert levels at given times: 

• Physical distancing of 1m (at Red level only)  

• At least 15 minutes between groups / matches  

• Sanitisation stations  

• Further equipment cleaning  

• Deep cleaning regime  

• Bringing own equipment  

• COVID-19 Conditions of Entry to the facility  

• COVID-19 area-specific signage  

• And some of our staff will be wearing masks  
 
What hygiene etiquette does everyone have to follow?  
We ask that every person takes responsibility for their personal hygiene and also respects the space 
of others. VNZ encourage wearing a mask at all times except when being active, washing / sanitising 
hands, covering coughs and sneezes, keeping 1m from the nearest person, bringing your own 
equipment, and not sharing or touching anything that you don’t have to.  
  
Do I need to wear a face covering?  
Face coverings are mandatory for spectators at Red Level and encouraged at Orange and Green. 
Facilities will have their own requirements requiring the wearing of face coverings in their venues  
     
Once the COVID-19 Protection Framework is in operation, do I need to do anything before coming 
to the facility or taking part in activities?  
Yes, please read these Conditions of Entry and COVID-19 health questions.  
 
The Conditions of Entry are:  

• Stay home if unwell  

• You must have produced evidence that you are fully vaccinated to gain access to our 
[facility/activities]   

• Face coverings are mandatory for spectators at Red Level and encouraged at Orange and 
Green. Facilities will have their own requirements requiring the wearing of face coverings in 
their venues  

• Wash or sanitise hands before entering the facility/activities and when moving through 
different areas  

• Scan your QR code every time you enter facility or at activities  

• You must abide by any distancing requirements that apply  
 
The COVID-19 Health questions are: 



 

 

• You do not have any symptoms associated with COVID-19 (e.g. fever, cough, sore throat, 
shortness of breath, sneezing/runny nose or loss of sense of smell)  

• You are fully vaccinated against COVID-19  

• You do not have COVID-19 nor are you awaiting the results from being tested for COVID-19  

• You have not been in contact with any known or suspected cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 
days  

• You have not returned, or been in contact with anyone else who has returned, from 
overseas in the past 14 days  

 
How will you let people know about any restrictions?  
VNZ will communicate all requirements for each event prior to the event beginning with information 
distributed and displayed on our website. There will be visual reminders (signage, collateral etc) 
throughout the VNZ venue. Sanitisation bottles will be visible.  


